decisions. 7 Yale's writings on physician-assisted suicide and constitutional law, in addition to his prolific and waypaving work on police behavior, searches and seizures, and confessions, have made him one of the most-cited scholars of his time. 8 In the courts as well as the academy, Yale's work has attracted an impressive audience. More of the American Bar Foundation's Research Award, one of his colleagues observed: "Yale remains, after forty years, the quintessential young Turk. The wonderful thing is that battles, victories, and honors have not changed him in the slightest."'" Yale's passion for the law and his commitment to shoring up the individual liberties guaranteed by our Constitution are, today, as strong as ever.
Yale has been a faithful correspondent over the years. To keep me au courant with what students are currently taught, he never fails to send me the latest editions of his leading casebooks, Modern Criminal Procedure 2 and Constitutional Law. 3 I keep these helpful books within easy reach in my office, as do judges, law professors, and practitioners across the country. In the course of our correspondence, I have learned many things about Yale: his sense of humor capable of making even the most sober judge smile, his attention to detail, and, perhaps most impressively, his willingness to rethink even once firmly held positions. Some of Yale's readers may be surprised at this last characterization. In a 1996 tribute to his colleague and collaborator, Jerold Israel, Yale quoted Learned Hand:
[Y]ou may not carry a sword beneath a scholar's gown, or lead flaming causes from a cloister.... You cannot raise the standard against oppression, or leap into the breach to relieve injustice, and still keep an open mind to every disconcerting fact, or an open ear to the cold voice of doubt. 4 Yale swiftly acknowledged his own tendency to "'carry a sword' beneath [his] gown," implying his failure to follow Judge Hand's advice. 5 In my conversations and correspondence with Yale, however, I have seen not only the mark of a great warrior, ever ready to "leap into the breach to relieve injustice." I have seen as well a fine thinker at work, one ready to reconsider even long-held beliefs in hopes of finding a better answer. 16. In another tribute to a colleague, Yale quoted Professor Brainerd Currie who, in turn, had quoted Justice Holmes:
[T]raining for professional responsibility and for awareness of the role of law in society is not a matter that can be parceled out and assigned to certain members of the faculty at certain hours, but is the job of all law teachers all of the time.... It means that we should confront, and bring our students to confront, the most explosive problems with which the law may deal, facing all the facts and plumbing all the issues to their full depth without fear or prejudice. It means that each law teacher should joyfully accept with Holmes the challenge that in his work he may "wreak himself upon life. may drink the bitter cup of heroism. mav wear his heart out alter the unattainable."
Although he is retiring from full-time teaching, I am confident we will hear much more from Yale. I look forward to reading his work and continuing our correspondence for many years to come. To conclude, I think it fitting to recall the final speech of a different "father of Miranda," Shakespeare's Prospero, in The Tempest. Having announced his retirement, Prospero tells the public he needs its approval before he can leave behind his "potent art." 17 Although Yale has sought progress, not praise, he has achieved both, and Prospero's epilogue seems particularly apt:
Gentle breath of yours my sails Must fill, or else my project fails, Which was to please ....
As you from crimes would pardon'd be, Let your indulgence set me free. 18 In these lines, Prospero reveals that his life-long goal, his "project," has been to make the world a better place. That same aim, those who know Yale would agree, has steered Yale's course from the beginning.
